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In an article published in The Charleston Advisor in July 2010, Jeffrey Beall , a librarian at the

University of Colorado, Denver, described OMICSas apredatory Open Access publishetdo Havi ng a

large number of titles, as does the OMICS Publishing Group, is typical of pr edatory Open-Access

publishers, 6 h e wAlsotypial is @ach journal's broad coverage . By offering 68 titles each

with a broad coverage, this publisheristacitysayi ng it will publish anything. ¢

Is Beall 6s c¢ hd ©OMCSfaie?rFousdertandamanaging director of OMICSDr Srinu Babu
Gedelainsistsitis not. 0 We bel i eve the peer review process is ver
about the quality of the nHnewrewl|lpraodcess used in OMI CS

Nevertheless, OMICS has publishedat least one article that even OMICS itself accepts should never
have appeared in a peer-reviewed journal .

There have also been complaints that OMICS clonesthe namesofot her p u plrnals hapdr s 6

onone occasion copied text ver batThistodGedela demiescThesp et i t or 0
incidents, he insists, were simply mistakes, and OMICS corrected the situation as soon as the

problem was drawn to its attention.

A further complaint is that the publisher has been bombarding researchers with email invitations
to join editorial boards , submit papers to its journals (of which there are now 200 ), and attend
conferences. OMICS does not deny that it usesbulk email services. Nor does it plan to stop doing
so. Indeed, Gedela implies, th ese activities are likely to increase in line with the growth  of its
business 0As we plan to organise 50 conferences in 2012, we will be mailing invitations to
researchers frequently .6

OMI CS is just one of a growing numbelist od prelatoynét r over si a
publishers has now reached 28, and continues to grow. But while many researchers are quick to
complain about t he activities of these publishers, should not the research community accept some
responsibility for the current excesses of the OA Gold Rish? After all, OMICSsaysthat it has now
recruited 20,000 researchers to its editorial boards , and we can assumethe other OA publishers
are proving equally successful. This suggests that for every researcher decrying the activities of
these publishers others are facilitating them. Are the latter not concerned that they are
conspiring in the email bombardment of their colleagues ? Do they not care that some of the
journals on whose editorial boards they sit appear to be publishing papers that have had
inadequate or no peer review ? Are they not worried that some of these publishers may be engaging
in dubious business practices?

On 15" November 2011, Valdosta State University posted a press release on the Web announcing

that one of its faculty had been appointed to the board of a journal called Biomolecules.

oBiomolecules is a new publication with OMICS Publishing Group, an open access database of

articles that focus on various sciences, d read. 0The journal publishes peer -reviewed manuscripts

that pertain to biogenic substances and their biological functions , structures, interactions with

mol ecul es and their microenvironment as well as biolc

The press release added that Biomolecules was the second OMICSournal to which the faculty
member had been appointed. Earlier this year , it explained, he had joined the board of The Journal
of Clinical and Cellular Immunology (JCC).

Press releaseslike this are two a penny today. The aim of producing them, one assumesis to
convey the messagethat the wider research community has acknowledged the contribution that
the appointee is making to global research effort sin his or her field i and, by association, the
contribution thatthe r e s e a r indhitetiond is making.
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But such a messagewould surely only be justified if the journal in question belonged to a publisher
known for the quality of its journals, the rigour of its peer review process and the knowledge and
expertise of its editor -in-chief. If that were not so, why would a research institution go to the
effort of producing sucha press releasefi unlessits motive was pure self-aggrandisement and a
desire to generate spin?

Science spammer of the month

So who andwhat is OMICS? blv rigorous is its peer review proces s?How prestigious are its editors -
in-chief? How valuable is the research it publishes?

When | looked at O M| Gwvslbsite | could find no information about ownership. There are four
contact addresses(which at one time were not available), but little more . Two of these addresses
are in the US, one is in Australia, and the fourth is in Hyderabad, India. And while | found some
general information about peer review on the site, this appeared to consist of little more than
worthy, but non -specific, statements like, 6 Cr edi bl e peer review is t
publ i sMoreovgr, since hardlyany o f O MA0E@j@&ithals appear to have an editor -in-chief, it
not clear who is responsible for overseeing the review process.

On the assumption that no re search institution would write a press release endorsing (in effect) a
publisher unless it knew the answers to the above questions, | emailed ValdostaSt at e 0 s
communications department and put my queries to the author of the press release . | was also
curious to find out if the university was aware that Biomolecules is also the name of an OAjournal
published by MDPI

Alas, Valdosta State was not able to enlighten me. 0lt appears that MDPI also has a journal with the

he

f oun

same name, but [our faculty member] i s not af fi |l i attleedeplydametback.hbdmdé one, 6

not sure if the JCCI has an editor -in-chief, but you can contact its editorial board at
omics@omicsonline.org You may also find additional information about OMICS on the company's

websilte. 6

When | pushed my interlocutor on her knowledge of OMICS she said, 0l am in no way

OMICS. | cannot provide you with any answers (formal or informal) to any questions pertaining to
OMICS, which is why | have advised you to contact the company directly. 6

This response was doubtless fair enough. But if Valdosta State d id not itself know the answers to my
questions (as opposed to just not wanting to speak for OMICS), should it not have found out before
publishing a press release endorsing the publisher? As it happens, suggesting that | contact OMICS
directly was also not that helpful . | had already done that and, atth e time, had had little success
obtaining answers to my questions by doing so.

However, while there may be a scarcity of factual data about OMICSn the public domain , there is
no shortage of opinion and rumour. There are also many examples available online of the email
invitations that OMICScontinuously pumps out in order to recruit researchers to its editorial boards .
These are posted all over the Web i on blogs, on mailing lists and in online forums; and invariably
they are accompanied by acerbic remarks about OMICS and itsmodus operandi.

For it appearsthat OMI CS 6 s r e c r u iconsigsmt borsbardire resegrghers with what
many recipients angrily denounce as intrusive spam. Finding himself a target of one such virtual
bombardment in July 2010, OA advocate Jonathan Eisennominated OMICSor what he called
0Science Spammer of the Mont ho.

What do these invitations look like ? Here is an example posted to the Edmonton Reptiles Forum in

af fi

March 2011by Kelley Jensen. 0 OMI CS Publ i shing Group successfully p
journals with the supp o rtheinfitationmb segdare.ntd Wd sarde kewgrmoa , &f
reputation for quality of research and tthmauviswhywor t hi nes

L While Biomolecules has recruited an editorial board, it yetsto publish any papers
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you have been chosen as an Editorial Board Member of our Entomology, Ornithology, Herpetology:
Current Research6 (EOHCR

The email concluded, ol f you are interestmmdrecentpasspatsizephomquest ed
(to display at our website) and your C.V, Biography (150 words), Research Interests for our records.

We look forward to a close and lasting scientific relationship for the benefit of scientific

community. o6

When | looked at the web site of EOHCRLt appeared that while the journal has successfully
recruited an editorial board , it has yet to publish any papers.

Opt-in or opt -out?

It seems plausible that the researcher at Valdosta State had been recruited tot wo OMI CS6 journa
after receiving invitations like the one above . If so, was the news really worth a press release?
(Again although Biomolecules has recruited an editorial board , at the time of writing it had yet to

publish any papers).

After reading a few of these invitations fi and the accompanying complaints fi | began to wonder if
perhaps invitees may be assumed to have agreed to serve on the relevant editorial board unless
they actively reply declining the invitation ; in other words, more of an opt-out system than an opt-
in one.

Certainly, some researchers have claimed that their names wereadded to O M| @&it6rial boards
without their agreement. Many also complain that they are being invited to join journal s outside
their area of expertise.

In the fo rum of the Chronicle of Higher Education last year, for instance, someone posting as

adb75 imwrote, 01 was asked by this company to serve as an e
as my research area expertise has shifted dramatically from the subject matter of the journal. This

group then took my name and affiliation, and then listed me as a member of t  heir board without

my permission ! Incredibly unprofessional behaviour, in my opinion. Indeed, | am quite upset by

this i it's an abuse, really. Calls to their office have gone unanswered. I've submitted a request to

have my name removed immediately. But | fear | might have to get my school's legal office

invol ved. o

Another member of The Chronicle forum, using the name kstjohn, posted a similar complaint. o |

just got a notification that | had been added to the  Journal of Tissue Science and Engineering

editori al board because of my o6quality oidsuer esearch ar
Sci ence & E hdg hohd® 8ssue engirieering, although | am a member of an academic

department that conducts such research and have a colleague who does so. | did publish in the

early 1990's on animal studies of a new bone graft material but my suspicion is that this is a new

journal and that online searching is being used to identify board members. | tried to bring up the

board for this journal and it is blank (i.e. under construction) and the first issue of the journal has

not yet been published. | have been unable to find any more information about this publisher, who

they are, or where they are. o

Whatever its policy on adding researchers to its editorial boards, | was driven to the conclusion that
OMICS adoptsa blunderbuss approach in marketing its services. As a result, many recipients of its
invitations complain that the y have received inappropriate invitations . This, for instance, was the
complaint made in February by Steve Caplan a professor of biochemistry and molecular b iology at
the University of Nebraska Medical Center when he posted an invitation he had received from
OMICS.

The email Caplan received began, olt is because of good wishes and blessings of scientists, editorial
board members and well wishers like you, the Journal of Chemical Engineering & Process
Technology has now got International reputation. 0
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The messageadded, 0As an editorial board member, you are requested to submit at least one
article and one editorial for this year on your expertise. For more details on how to write an
editorial please gothrought he attached document. 6

That he was a member of the editorial board of a journal covering chemical engineering  was

evidently a big surprise to Caplan; and a somewhat shockingonetoo. 0 For t hose of you who
know me, | am a cell biologist/biochemist who works on endocytic transport , 6 wvrate. o1 know
absolutely NOTHING about chemical engineering. Peer review would be in pretty bad shape if |

were really an editor of a chemical engineering jourr

OMI CS86 cal |l s f o rakepasimitar underpusseapproach. dlere, for instance, is an
email received in October by OA advocate Stevan Harnadinviting him to submit to the Journal of
Proteomics & Bioinformatics . It reads: 0We are glad to announce the success of Journal of
Proteomics & Bioinformatics (JPB) an Open Access platform for proteomics, bioinform atics research
and updates. To provide a rapid turn -around time regarding reviewing, publishing and to

disseminate the articles freely for research, teaching and reference purposes we are releasing
following special issues ...6

At the top of the message OMICS had written, Yau are receiving this email because of your
relationship with OMICS Group. 6

Harnad, however, appeared unaware of this relationship. Nor, he added, was the journal at all

relevantto hisresearch. 0 Not only do | n ddntlywesemklinppon anyt hi ng
Oproteomics/ bioinformatics® but | have noyplorel ati onst
complaints about spam)! These spam disclaimers are a lark. They seem to be using professional

spam services that try to appear respectable. o

Curious to see what kind of papers The Journal of Proteomics & Bioinformat ics publishes | tried to
access the site, but the page simply filled up with gibberish and gave me an error message(See
below). This error remained throughout t he several weeks | was researching OMICS, and was still
there the last time | tried to access the journal.

omicsonline.com

JEOTICEEABICIMIOMEtIERN  +

«PublicationsA-Zindex  » Browse bysubject > Conferences

ISSN; Open Access
About Us Open Access Conferences Sclentific Credits Journals Membership Submit Manuscript

Go| Advanced Search fixHome | g8 Jon | 3 Contact i £[&N]

Search :
O sware D=
»Aims and Scope ‘Warning: include(comadmin/config php) [function include]: failed to open stream: No such file

e, or directory in /data/23/2/106/112/2269438/user/2493934/htdocs/highlights_JPB.php on line
2

» Instructions for Authors
»Submit Manuscript

Warning: include(comadmin/config php) [function include]: failed to open stream: No such file
or disectory in /data/23/2/106/11212269438/user 2493934/ htdocs highlights_JPB.php on line {1+

2 Secaa Metmorking

BOO2B

Lamguage Transtator

Warning: include() [function include]: Failed opening ‘comadmun/config php' for mnclusion
(include_path="_:/usr/services/ vux/lib/'php’) in /data/23/2/106/112/2269438/user/2493934
/htdocs/highlights_JPB.php on line 2

Research Highlights I]Ml[: o

Conferences

Warning: mysql_query() [function mysql-query]: Can't connect to local MySQL
rver through socket var/run/mysqld/mysqld sock' (2) in /data/23/2/106
El2/2169433/user/2493934/|ndo:s/highliglnsAJPB.plap on line 41

-query): A link to the server could not

Warning: mysql_query() [function.my

Index Copernicus Value for the &
:)ournal of Proteomics & Bioinformatics: 9.00 Vaccination

Warning: include(comadmin/config php) [function include]: failed to open stream: No such . 3 l
| =

INDEX (% ‘COPERNIC!

PUBLISHERS PAN

file or directory in /data/23/2/106/112/2269438/user/2493934/htdocs homepage_JPB.php on
line 2
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Richard Akul

Perhaps unsurprisingly, some researcherstendto a s s u me t h @rail @JWdti€hs are a scam
of some sort. In May 2010, for instance, a researcher called Anna Olsson based at the Institute for
Molecular and Cell Biology in Portugal, posted some comments about OMICSon her blog after a
colleague received an invitation to join the editorial board of =~ The Journal of Glycomics &
Lipidomics. (Herei s Ol postiniGdogle Endish).

Olsson hadtwo main concerns. First, she said, the invitation had not been signed by the editor of
the journal . Second, the journal appeared to have no editorial board members, and had published
no articles.

Given this, she wondered whether the journal really existed. As she put it (Google translation),
o[T] here's potentially money to be made in inviting researchers to publish a false sense of open
access journals fi because you pay to post there. And the first step is obviously to create virtual

editorial teams that give credibility to the initiati
Ol sson concluded, o0But who is this? Trying to lure a
thinking, is it really worth it?¢6

Since OMIC<laims to have recruited 20,000 researchers to its editorial boards, however, some may
be more inclined to conclude the opposite: thatt here is no profession less critical in responding to
such invitations i perhaps becauseacceptance costs nothing but brings the benefi ts of allowing the
recipient to bulk up his or her CVwith what will seem like additional honour s.

As it happens, (Daitkesoolledys hadbeepdsked tojain a non -existent journal
would appear to have been unfounded: since she posted her criticism, The Journal of Glycomics &
Lipidomics has not only assembled an editorial board , but published a few papers too.

But who is it that writes and distributes these invitations ? Most of those | found on the Web were
signed by someone called Richard Akul. Here, for example, is Akul inviting researchers in Taiwan to
join the editorial board of The Journal of Business & Financial Affairs .?

Anot her e x amp@appetite dor spariming i§ evidenced by an email he sent to researchers
in March 2011 inviting them to join the board of EOHRC. This one was posted by someoneto the
Arizona Herpetological Association forum .

A similar letter recruiting researchers to The Journal of Diabetes & Metabolism was posted on a
Chinese forum in May 2010.

Andin November 2010 anemailladdr essed t o onvBssenBauthy Akul intitieg 6
researchers to join the editorial board of The Journal of Bioremediation & Biodegradation .

Ak ul 8 s ,we shauldingte, consist not only of invitations to contribute to journals , or join
editorial board s, but also to attend conferences ®. OMICSit turns out, also runs conferences.

In July 2010, for instance, Akul was inviting Russian researchers to an International Conference on
Biomarkers & Clinical Research.

And in August 2011 was to be spotte d telling delegates where to take their slides for an
International Conference on Cancer Science & Therapy. ( What the programme was is not clear).

Who exactly is Richard Akul?Let us put that question on hold for the moment.

22 KSy L | O0S4aSR (féusdareaitdrblfdari bufino paPersas et G S
% Seeherefor a list of upcoming OMICS conferences.
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Stonehenge

Allin all, i twould seem fair to conclude that OMICSs an importunate and somewhat
indiscriminating wooer of researchers, with accurate targeting low on its list of priorit ies.

But what about the quality of th e servicesit is marketing ?How good, for instance, is its peer
review process?

As indicated earlier, there is not a great deal of information on t he publ i saboutrit§ s web si
peer review process * We also need to acknowledge that judging the quality of peer review can be

a little subjective, particularly when the process is non-transparent, with reviewing done

anonymously and reports kept secret fi as appears to be the case with OMICS

It surely does not help t hat most of O M1 QdBrdals appear not to have an editor -in-chief, and
when papers are publisher there is no indication given as to who was responsible for overseeing the
review.

What we can say with some confidence, however, is that at least one of the papers published by
OMICshas no place in a scientific peer -reviewed journal, a truth even OMICSubsequently
acknowledged to me.

Entitled 0 St o n e hteempaper dn question was published in The Journal of Earth Science and
Climatic Change. According to the dates published in the paper, the text w asreceived by OMICS on
February 1% 2011, accepted three days later on February 4 ™, and published a week after submission
on February 7.7

This paper is striking for a number of reasons, not least the way in which it  sets out to link the

topic of the British ancient monument Stonehengewith cell biology, the Icelandic volcano

Eyjafjallajokull , crop circles, the White Cliffs of Dover, and global warming. And it does soin order

to advance the hypothesis that the earth has an immune system akin to a living creature , and that

global warming is the consequenceofan o0i nf ecti ond on t.HWheisifeatomipean cont i
held to be linked in some way with Stonehenge, perhaps caused by it.

Asthe author puts it 0This text has attempted to build a solid
is a living organism, featuring eukaryotic cell structures, symptoms of an ancient eukaryotic

infection and the appearance of an elaborate Immune Defense Response Network. That appears at

the current time, physically preparing a defense immune response via the Iceland Volcanic

System. 6

The paperadds, o0 This text was generated by the origin and c
on the European Continent. The Stonehenge Site, Crop Circles and The White Cliffs Of Dover are all

located on the European Island of the UK. Compiled information in this te xt points in the direction

of cellular death and cellular mutations caused by a high probability of an active ancient infection

on the European Continent. A Cross Over Concept, featuring Cellular Biology, Immune Defense

Biology, Eukaryotic Biology, European History, Geographical Science and Global Warming. Has

shown distinct trends indicating the possibility of a large scale active ancient infection located on

the European Continent. o

Anditconcludes, O0The Stonehenge i s easthatiuntibalresppsel es | aw vi
from the Immune Defense Response Network recurs, high temperatures will effect the consistent
weather patterns of the Earth. Temperatures will continue to rise as the immune defense network

* OMICS does, however, make great play of the fact that it uses the professional software Editgdal
Manager developed by Aries Systems specifically to enable scholarly publishers to manage peer review
effectively.

® Alas, nortransparency remainghe norm in scholarly publishingtay.

® Compare, forinstance, [ 2 { praztReDdistingthe responsible academic editéor each paper it
publishes.

"Those at least are the dates publishedhe paper itself.
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attempts to eliminate the ancientinfec tion. Thelmmune Def ens e Newilldelet&ktheof Ear t h
ancient infection, the questioniswhen @ Thi s i s Book # 2.0

Some form of vanity publish er?

Curious as to why the paper had been published by OMICSand whether and how it had been peer
reviewed, on 7" November | emailed both OMICS 6f which more later), and the first ten members
on the list of editorial board members of The Journal of Earth Science and Climatic Change.

Half of the board members | contacted replied. However, both William Reisen a professor in the
Department of Pathology, Microbiology and Immunology, at the University of California® School of
Veterinary Medicine, and Timothy Randhir, an associate professor at the University of Massachusetts
declined to comment.

Xiaodong Zhang an associate professor in the Department of Earth System Science and Policyat the
University of North Dakota, did comment: 6 6 St onehenged i s not my research a
cannot comment on the merit of paper , 6 h e Howeved, this should not be interpreted as that

| nd questioning the merit of the paper. The journal is a comprehensive journal é and tlkevedon d

pretend to know or understand every article published. And that is exact reason why there is a

group of editors. 6

Paul Ruscher, an associate professor in the Department of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Science at

The Florida State University, responded more directly, Fmankly I'm quite ashamed that my name

has been associated with this journal if this is the type of paper being published , 6 he emai |l ed m
ol looked at the issue and saw a rather well thought out essay on sustainability by another editor,

and you might contact him. However, this paper eluded my view and | certainly played no part in
tspublication. ¢

Dr Douglas CrawfordBrown, Executive Director of the Cambridge Centre for Climate Change
Mitigation Research also responded. At first , he said he was not aware that he was on the board of
the journal , and that he had certainly not agreed to be. Later, however, he emailed me to say, 0 |
suspect someone asked me once whether | would consider being on the editorial board, and |
probably replied that | would con sider it once the journal was launched. Then | lost track of the
issue. Therefore, it may have been an honest assumption on the part of the journal that | was still
willing fo serve. 6

But however he had become a member of the editorial board, Crawford -Brown was clear about one
thing: The Stonehenge paper should never have been published in a peer-reviewed journal,
certainly not one devoted to climate change. Consequently, he told me, he had emailed OMICSo
demand that his name be removed fromthejournal 6 s web sit e

ol don't see any r e asreviewefljounali © he b ea ilnifaetdl aqmmeoe r 0
sure what the peer review process was in this case. | should have thought any solid process would
have caught that this part icular article was neither particularly good no r in the topical area of the
journal. 6

He added that he was also concerned about a number of other papersin the journal . When | later
asked him to highlight which ones, however, hereplied, 6 1 8 d r a tl ¢or'trwanhto dget into the
middl e of a battle with other authors, espedially now

Crawford-Brown concluded, 6 1 t s very odd indeed. The journal appea
publisher rather than an actual s cientific journal. A shame, really, because the last thing we need

in the climate science world is dodgy journals that publish questionable results without proper peer

revi ew. 0

® As we shall see, it would seem that Crawf@awn had in fact agreed to be on the editorial board, but
presumably forgotten.

? At the time of writing CrawfordBrown was still listed as a member of the board here:
http://www.omicsonline.org/21577617/21577617-2-105.digital/215776172-105.html
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By now | was finding it hard not to agree with Jeffrey Beall6 s d e s ¢ r OMyGSds a predaiofy

publisher. The objective of predatory publishers, Beall explained in a 2010 article in The

Charleston Advisor, i s not to promote, preserve, and make a
mission is to exploit the author -pays, Open-Access model for their own profit. They work by

spamming scholarly e-mail lists, with calls for papers and invitations to serve on nominal editorial

boards. If you subscribe to any professional e -mail lists, you likely have received some of these

solicitat ions. Also, these publishers typically provide little or no peer -review. In fact, in most cases,

their peer review process is a facade. 6

As we shall see, however, OMICSJenies that it is predatory.

Otis D Williams

Curious as to the identity of t he author of the Stonehenge paper, | sent a message to the email
address published in the article . It had occurred to me, for instance, that the paper might be a
hoax similar to th e one Phil Davis perpetrated on Bentham Open in 2009 i when he submitted a
computer-generated papert o one of Be n tinhoalent sest | the wqualityaof tise
publ ispeeereview process.

Otis D Williams

But Otis D Wiliams does appear to be a real person; more specifically, a 55-year-old former central
control room operator for DePeaplelMdvdis remote train

ol am the researcher, writer and editor [of the paper] , 6 répBedtomyenquiry. 0 The name i s
real and so is the story. | am an independent citizen researcher [and] I've been self-taught in

biology, planetary science, earth science, guantum mec hanics and the Holy Bible. The Bible came

first, it made the other subjects more easy. 6

Williams explain ed that he had retired from his job in 2003 after a back injury , at which point, he
said, he became an autodidact. Over the past nine years, he added, he has written a series of
eighteen papers, which orange from planetary science, disease deletions and space science . They
all tell a nie3tonanehgepaperrhg added, is number two in the series.

oUnderstand, this text hGobal Wandng Cammittde loreglobadwarhni;g o f  t
in Lisbon, Portugal, 6 h e c o mMhey nejectedlit withibut any review; | am yet to hear back

from the EPA [US Environmental Protection Agency]. The facts are observable, access the photos

online and compare them for yourself. | have researched, cross -referenced over and over again. |

still came up with the same results for th e region. | am trying to alert mankind about the inevitable
possibilities. 6

Curiously, Williams added that he himself obj ect ed t o the publication of
journal, and had been trying to get the publisher to take it down for some time. Tlie web site that

WOSYyGKEY hLSys S aK2 dietdRpredaciypablishess. £ 42 2y . Sttt Qa
M illiams later told me that he is an advocateimilligent design
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you read the paper on did not get my permission to post Stonehenge 6 h e t dtlwak e-mailed 0
to them for a review , no permissions were given to the site to post it. | have emailed and

telephoned OMICS asking them to remove my paper. Sofar, it is still there. | will legally deal with

OMI CS at a |l ater time.o

When | asked Williams whetherhispaper had been peer reviewed, he repl
OMICS peer reviewed it or not. 6 As we shall see, OMICS insistghat it was peer reviewed. When |

askedtoseet he r evi e wehoweder,i e warst ¢ ol d t corresppmdinganeanagingh e 0

e di t Butanemailingthe name lwasgivenlwastold, 61 a m Hhseuperysor informed that

he is on year end leave. 6"

| also asked Williams whether he had known when he submitted the paper that OMIC8 | our nal s
were pay-to-publish. He replied, 0The package did mention a variety of payments for posting . The

charge was $1,800. | laughed at them. In fact, they offered to give me a bargain price of $800 to

sign off on the posting. 6

A further oddity is that when Will iams forwarded t 0 me the email he had received from Richard

Akul acknowledging receipt of his paper, | noted that the messagewas dated April 7" fi some two
months later than the date of publication recorded in the paper itself.

Following my contacting the editorial board the paper was removed from the journald s i.©ud e X
14" November, | received an email from Ruscher.6 The paper has been pulled fro
response to my own query and my desire to with draw from their editorial board. 6

He added, ol await their next response. But at least this appears to be a move in the right
direction. 6

The same day OMCSemailed Wililamstosay, 0 Thi s is to inform you that we h
online and please go through the issue URL:

http://omicsonline.org/ArchiveJESCC/CurrentissueJESCC.php and get confirmed regarding the

same. 0

One final oddity i s that OMICSappears to have made no formal retraction of the paper, which is the
norm when peer-reviewed papers are pulled. Should we therefore be concerned that in an OA
publishing environment research papers can melt like snow overnight, as if they had never existed?

Or might we find that they persist in ways not expected? What OMICSapparently failed to tell
either Williams or Ruscher is that the Stonehengepaper had not been removed from the Web, but
simply de-listed from the journal index. At the time of writing (over a month after the publisher
said that it had been removed) , the paper is still online , and freely, available here.

Mary Ann Liebert

The controversy surrounding OMICSJoes not end here. While | was doing my research, | was

contacted by USbased publisher Mary Ann Liebert, Inc. Liebert had a different complaint : As

executive vice president & managing e ditor at Liebert Vicki Cohnexplained, o0 The OMI CS Group
started a journal with the exact same title as our journal, Jour nal of Wqgamdceopiesl Heal t h
descriptive copy from our website, including the name of a society we used to be affiliated with.

2|t seems odd that a publisher using®@ Q@ 9 RAG2NALFf alyl3ISNI A& dzytoft$S G2 f
GKSY I YSYOSNI 2F adrt F¥F Aa 2 yeditosal niausader /trackig aystén{isaa | € & 2y
online submission and review system. Authors may submit manuscripts andheickrogress through the

system, hopefully to publication. Reviewers can download manuscripts and submit their opinions to the editor.
Editors can manage the whole submission/review/revise/publish process. Publishers can see the manuscripts

that are inpipeline awaiting publication. Automatic mailing system to the appropriate parties when significant

events OCCUE

B When | subsequently emailed Ruscher to enquire whether his request to be removed from the editorial

02FNR KIR 0SSy I Ceyhazeaskéd mK B stayldrillin e msteriig bdsed on their

I OGA2Yyade
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They subsequently changed the title of the journalto J our n al of Wome,aftes Heal th Ca
extreme pressure from Mary Ann [Presidentand CEO of Li ebert] . o

One consequence of this name confusion was that a number of doctors accepted invitations to join

the editorial board of the new OMICS journal under the mistaken impression that they were joining

the board of the prestigious Liebert journal. After being contactedby t he publ i sher s presi
Mary Ann Liebert, however, most of these doctors subsequently asked to be removed from the

OMI| &add. Explaining why she had joined in the first place , one of themtold me , 0 We
physicians dondét al ways payis dwetrecoghised rh et an ammtea 6t he publ

Mary Ann Liebert

Another doctor who joinedt he board of t histall Noldong fhat jhe had notadbne

so, and did not wunderstand why he DLatarshoweves theeethailedn t he | o
me to clarify what had happened. 0 | asked my sreview altold emails inal she fund

one from 8/11 that | forwarded to her saying | would be possibly interested in this editorial board

which came to me by email and she forwarded to them my CV. | did not remember earlier as to my

knowledge there was no further correspondence, but now | do. To my knowledge | never heard

from them again, certainly have not reviewed any journal articles to be published in their journal

and have no idea what is going on.6

OMICSmaintains that it copied the name of the Liebert journal by accident, and insists that it
rectified the situation as soon the matte r was brought to its attention. Mary Ann Liebert disputes
ths. The response waletohamedl y swift, o

When she contacted me Cohnalso made a more serious allegation. 6 The OMI CS Group sent
author of a paper published in a Liebert journal new proofs of a paper and asked her to pay an open
accessfeetor epubl i sh it i n totdh emewhepdvewbjectad to their tsyihgeto re -

publish the article, their explanation was that someone on Facebook gave them permission to do

so. 6

The journal in question was The Journal of Cell Science & Therapy, andOMI CS8 response to L
came from Mylavarabatla Phaneendra, who described himself as managing editor. *°

Y14 gAGK YlIyeé halL/{Q 22dNYyI &S WRBHNYL{f2F] BRYBTQEKS S
evident that while a small editorial board had been recruited papers had yet been published

®In apapercol dzi K2 NBR 6& t KIFYySSYRNI = Doyrkal ol Bigarfalsts &8 R Ay | LINA f
BiomedicinePhaneendra gives as his affiliation the Department of Biotechnolo@yT&M UniversitywWhen |

tried to access HTMES NE A 2y 2F G KS Lindd§ ot ah BiBNness#gs. | absa gyl érbrQ a

message when | hit the link to tH2OI nunber.
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Again, OMICSnsists that it rectified the situation  as soon asit became awar e there was a problem,

and withdrew the paper . ButMaryAm Li ebert i s unc explanatiorc 8dat by OMI CS6
publ i s her ,woslhtleink ansuknamed gerson on Facebook could grant permission to publish
anything?0

When | tried to access The Journal of Cell Science & Therapy there appeared to be a problem with

the site. Specifically, the title banner was missing In place ofthe j o ur n a | &rserran massage

was displayed. (See below). | subsequently discovered the sameprobl em on al | pagese j our na
fi a problem that remained throughout the period of my research.

(@) Journal of Cell Science & Therapy - Mezilla Firefa

File Edit View

8 otma of GellScience EXTierapy

Warning: include(JCEL SClheading php) [function include]: failed to open stream: No such file or directory in /data/17/1/5/105/1820757/user/1973730
/htdocsficelscihome.php on line 159

Warning: include(JCELSClheading php) [function include]: failed to open stream: No such file or directory in /data/17/1/5/105/1820757/user/1973730
/htdocsficelscihome.php on line 159

‘Warning: include() [function include]: Failed opening "JCELSCTheading.php’ for inclusion (include_path=":/usr/services/vux/lib/php) in /data/17
J/1/5/105/1820757/user/1973730/htdocs/jcelscihome.php on line 159
Upcoming Special Issues

JCELSCI

v
+ rone OMIESG oo
Wi
+ Editorial Board in Recent News

+ Instructions for Authors.
+ Submi Manuscript

+ Currentlssue N

1€
+ preveus ssue Science
+ Special lssue. AVAAAS|

+ Artickes in Press )
+ Archive
« Aims and Scope

+ Indexing and Archiving =
Journal of Cell Science & Therapy ﬁ?ﬁmmnﬁ
Cell being a smallest part of any organism; it is a building block of life. Cell science &
Cell therapy describes biology of a cell and the process of pioneering new cells into a
tissue in order to negociate a disease. Cell therapies often focus on the treatment of

Journal of Cell Science & Therapy

Tl Tl TR hereditary diseases, with methads of gene therapy.

High Resolution
Low Resolution

Open Access
PRYYN The Journal of Cell Science & Therapy under the Open Access category publishes the
articles which have their platform of "basics of Cell biology, Molecular biology and

@

genetics™. The contents of the Journal issues are diverse, and include seminal and

innovational research and review articles. &> NBC WASHINGTON

Objectives
The aim of Journal of Cell Science & Therapy under open access category is to
centralize information on both the biology of cell and the applied use of cell technology
to generate a better understanding of the many facts needed to develop a successful
cell and the therapy for various mutations taking place in it.

]I

Front page of The Journal of Cell Science & Therapy

Intriguingly, | also discovered that one of OMIC® | o uappeardd $o have been cloned: Nigeria-
based OA publisher Academic Journals®™ also hasa Journal of Proteomics and Bioinformatics _ on its
web site. OMICSater explained to me, however, that there had an arrangement between OMICS
and Academic Journals to replicate the journal in this way, but Academic Jo urnals later withdrew
from the deal. The Academic Journals site, | was told, should have been taken down.

Srinu Babu Gedela

All the time | was doing the above research, | was also trying to make contact with OMICS . | wanted

to check my impression that few of its journals have editor s-in-chief, | wanted to ask how its peer-

review process works, and | wanted to know how and why the Stonehenge paper was published. |

also wanted to ask if researchers are indeed sometimeslisted on OMI CS6 edi tori al boar c
their agreement. And | wanted to know who Richard Akul is, who owns OMICSand where the

company is headquartered. And after being contacted by Liebert, | wanted to discuss the

allegations about OMICSbusiness practices.

On 7" November, | made an enquiry via the OMICSontact form . This generated an automated
acknowledgment, but not a reply. | also sent an email to editor.jescc@omicsonline.org, which
Reisen hadtold mewasRi chard Akul s email address.

On 11™ November, | received a reply to the latter message signed by someone called Pavan A. It
read, OWe are sorry to inform yuwnaleditdrsate canfidentahct det ai |l s

) 9L RSYAO W2dNYylta Aa Fftaz AyOfdzRSR Ay .StffQa trad 2
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Please drop your queries to the following address: editor.jescc@omicsonline.org,*” we will forward
them to our Journal editors and solve your query at the earliest . We feel sorry for the
inconvenience. 6

| replied with a list of question s, and asked why OMICS: d i t mames@ere confidential.

On 14" November fi the date the Stonehenge paper was de-listed fi | received the following brief
reply from Pavan A:

1) Editor names are not confidential but the e -mail are confidential to avoid spam mails to our
editorial board members.

2) We removed that [Stonehenge] article from issue page as the article is not up to the
standards.

3) We will be having editor -in-chief for this journal after having some more issues.

4) We usually do not have editorial board members without the acceptance. We do have
communication with editors regula rly.

5) OMICS believes in peer review process and we do publish reviewed articles only.

6) OMICS is having its head quarter in USA.

| replied asking Pavan Awho he was, and who owned OMICS

This last messagewent unanswered, so | did a web search on the four addresses listed on the
publ i sdntaat @age, in the hope thatit might help me to establish where the publisher was
headquartered, and who owned it . | started with the address Pavan A had usedin his email
signature i 5716 Corsa Ave., Suite 110, Westlake, Los Angeles, CA 91362354. My search appeared
to point not to OMICS, but to a company called MYLCCwhich provides company formation and
registered agent services.

OMICS8other US addressfi 2360 Corporate Circle. Suite 400 Henderson, NV 890747722 fi pointed
to a company called INCORPwhich appearsto be t he same company as MYLCC, and alsprovides
company formation and registered agent services. Perhaps these companies provide Post Office Box
services too, | thought to myself.

Apart from the Hyderabad address, there was also an addressin Australia: 26 Joseph Drive, Hillside
Victoria 3037. A searchon Google Mapsindicates that this is probably a residential bungalow.

None of this helped me to establish who owned OMICSso | continue d searching the Web. Eventually

| found a Dr Srinubabu Gedelalisted in the programme ofthe BI T Li f e Sciences® 7th An
of International Drug Discovery Science and Technology (IDDST) which was held in Shanghai, Ching

in October 2009. The programme described Gedela as a director of OMICS Publishing Groupp a

premier quality open access publisher for the advancement of sci ence. addekbabaol o
research affiliation was given as Sanford University School of Medicine.

| also found Gedela described asan O MIdie2&dy in an article he publ i s heddumnalof OMI CS6
Proteomics & Bioinformatics in July 2009. And | found him listed as the contactin the OMICS
domain name record.

Interestingly, at a second Chineseevent (B | T 8 ®orld Conference of Gene) held two months

after the Shanghai conference, Gedela was listed as Director, GSB Life Sciences, USAOn its web
site, GSB isdescribedas 0a pr emi er Bl O% Ok Pandite main pooduct@ppgass toi
be the ENCYLOPEDIA OF BIOEQUIVALENCE AND BIOAVAILAEHEI-_IBWBQ.18

What, | wondered, is the relationship between OMICS and GSB Life Sciences? | noticed that the GSB
site links to a number of OMICS journalsunderthe heading o Leadi ng Scientific Journ

" This was the email address to which | had sent my original enquiry, and it is the address given to me as being
I 1dzf Qa SYIFAf ®

'® GSB Life Sciences is listed as one ofgoesors ol KA & h a L / {.@ pefsany asSumsty iz Sedela

can be seen congratulating OMICS Publishing Group for organising the conference.
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Gedela is also listed as the contact for GSBin the domain name record. Finally, | noted that GSB
uses the same address asOMICSn California, and its contact email addr essis
contact.omics@omicsonline.org. *®

Contact information for Gedela himself w as more difficult to find. | did find his  Facebook page
(where his employer is named as OMIC§ but was unable to make contact with him that way. Then
I noticed that Gedela was the corresponding author in another 2009 article published in OMIC$
Journal of Proteomics & Bioinformatics (here). He was also the corresponding author in a third
article [pdf], published the same year in The Journal of Computer Science & Systems Biology (with
Siva Prasad Akulaet al]. Both the latter articles included an email address for Gedela.

In the process of reviewing these papers | noted a few more affiliations for Gedela, including the
Institute of Glycoproteomics and Systems Biology, the Center for Biotechnology at the International
Center for Bioinformatics Andhra University College of Engineering, and the Department of
Computer Sciences and Systems Engineeringat Andhra University.

One of &e-duthtrs 8iwa Prasad Akula also gives as his affiliation the Institute of
Glycoproteomics & Systems Biology,along with the Department of Computer Science and
Engineering, Acharya Nagarjuna University. It appears that Akula has published elsewhere with
Gedelatoo (e.g. here).

Now armed with his email address | tried again to contact Gedela. A few d ays later he replied and
agreed to do an email interview with me, which | am publishing with this text .

But who is Richard Akul?When | asked Gedela he replie d, 0Mr. Richard Akul was one of the OMICS
communications representative sin the US. Unfortunately, his name was set to the automatic

mailing system at the time and confusion arose between him and Richard Smith, the Editor -in-Chief
of The Journal of Proteomics & Bioinformatics ( our f i rst journal ). é

When | askedfor Ak ul 8 s ¢ o n,tGadela said ¢ OMICS has more than 500 employees. We
have a number of members with the name Richard on our editorial boards and teams. It is
somewhat difficult for me to know who replies to editorial members. | can track it down if you give
methenames of t he | ourBntaddesidedttoleavedtmatrthatd . 6

Public interest issue

What do we learn from all this? | think w e learn that while there can be no doubt that universal
Open Access is ahighly desirable goal, and OA publishing a good idea in principle , the current
explosion in the number of OA publishers posessome real dangers.

Most of these new companies, for instance, appear to have little or no experience of publishing,
scant regard for quality and, in some cases, a n apparent willingn ess to bend the rules. Since many
of them are publishing medical research that might be usedin patient treatment decisions there is
a serious public health issue.

In addition, much of the money that OApublishers can expect to earn from their trade will come

from the public purse (ie. t axpayer Ps HBErwpeyi ence shows traralf taxpaye:
spent wisely if there is not constant public scrutiny . This raises a further public interest issue . For

this reason, OApublishers need to be much more transparent about what they do, and how they do

it than they are currently . And the research community needs to take more responsibility for

monitoring what these publishers do, not simply facilitate them unthinkingly.

It may be that most if not all of these publishers fi including OMICSA are owned and managed by
honest and well -intentioned people. Indeed, since many are based in the developing world, they
may represent a genuine attempt to address the problem that Gedela saysinspired him to found

1t did also occur to me that GSB could be GetleQa Ay AGAL f & 6KAOKSE Al Gdz2NYySR 2d
appearances, however, GSB Life Sciences is not registered in the US.
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OMICSn the first place : t he extreme difficulty that researchers in the developing world face when
trying to access research that has beenlocked behind a subscription paywall.

Gedela is also proud of the fact that OMICSoffers 0a user-friendly website -translation service for
every paper we publishin t he wor | dé&s |2 amplanglatér Zopmvida gpeldished
content in different languages (in separate PDFs) so as to ensure that language is no longer a
barri er t o Meaavhiéeahe sairs, GMICS offers specialdiscounts, or even full waivers, for
researchers based inthe developing world who want to publish their research with OMICS

These are important issues researchers in the developing world face real barriers vis-a-vis research
information . They face an access barrier when trying to read research that has been published in a
subscription journal, and they face an entry barrier if they want to publish their own work in an OA
journal, but cannot afford the publication fee . Finally, since the language of science is English
today, if English is not their first langu age they may face an additional access barrier when trying
to read ot her s s &drthinreasos,titsodld besusfairdor aategorise OMICSas a
predatory publisher.

On the other hand, ifi n order to provide a more level playing field OMICSmeansto carry on
bombarding researchers with intrusive emails, ignore the rules of peer review, and engage in
dubious publishing practices, then the cost of overcoming the above barriers is far too high, and it
is right to censure the publisher .

Certainly, it i s hard not t o cuwrenhapkratidne ard ehshambled Mf InathB @ else,
this means that t he public is unlikely to get value for money where t a x p ay e r Gsausedito pag y
for the pwdMicesssher ds

What do we mean when we say shambles? didging by the quality of the Stonehenge paper, for

instance, there must be serious doubt that all OMICS8 papers are properly vetted before

publication. Sincef ew of OMI CS86 j our nal sin-michief teisig Haglly have an
surprising.?

Meanwhile, OMICSontinues to anger researchers with its badly targeted spam campaigns. And yet
it appears not only to be unapologetic about this, but seemscommitted to increasing the intensity
of its mailing activities.

In addition, as we have seen, it is alleged that OMICShas been deliberately copying the titles of

ot her publ i s aehasévencat and paste text from acompetitord s we bOMECSt e
denies that this was intentional, but at the very least it is most regrettable that its actions led
physicians to sign up to an editorial board under false pretences.

More seriously, it is alleged that OMICShas sought to persuade researchers to re-publish (for
money) papers that they had published in other journals. Again, OMICS denieghat this was
intentional, but its explanation fails to address the central issue . At the very least, the incident
suggests that the publisherd ®usinessprocedures are inadequate.

Finally, O M| Gwv8hbsite is full of error s and dead links. We noted earlier the problems at The
Journal of Proteomics and Bioinformatics and The Journal of Cell Science & Therapy . Below is
another example from The Journal of Clinical Toxicology . Here the page that loaded when | tried
to link to the editorial boardfrom one of t h eapgrocamenu@awitdthe following error
message.

|t is not clear to me how this works.

% Gedela says he expects to have editorshief in place by the end of next year. In teantime, he says,
executive editors oversee the processing of papers. But as noted earlier, their names are not published in the
papers and, judging by the Stonehenge paper, the process is not transparent even to other members of the
editorial board.
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http://omicsonline.org/jcthome.php
http://www.omicsonline.org/2161-0494/2161-0494-1-107.php

Editorial board of The Journal of Clinical Toxicology

Similarly, in accessinga number of other O M| Gdardals | found the text sometimes loaded up and
was then overwritten with new text, such that the hyperlinks ceased to function .

Finally, b elow is an example of another problem: when | accessedthe editorial board of The
Journal of Chemical Engineering & Process Technology, it loaded into the browser with the title
banner in the wro ng place, causing the page to distort into a melange of chaotic information .

Editorial Board of The Journal of Chemical Engineering & Process Technology

It may just be that OMICS is on a steep learning curve, and its services will improve over time. It
may be that no start -up publisher can possibly hope to launch and manage 200 journals in a short
space of time without experiencing considerable chaos.
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