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In an article published in The Charleston Advisor in July 2010, Jeffrey Beall , a librarian at the

University of Colorado, Denver, described OMICSas apredatory Open Access publishetdo Havi ng a

large number of titles, as does the OMICS Publishing Group, is typical of pr edatory Open-Access

publishers, 6 h e wAlsotypial is @ach journal's broad coverage . By offering 68 titles each

with a broad coverage, this publisheristacitysayi ng it will publish anything. ¢

Is Beall 6s c¢ hd ©OMCSfaie?rFousdertandamanaging director of OMICSDr Srinu Babu
Gedelainsistsitis not. 0 We bel i eve the peer review process is ver
about the quality of the nHnewrewl|lpraodcess used in OMI CS

Nevertheless, OMICS has publishedat least one article that even OMICS itself accepts should never
have appeared in a peer-reviewed journal .

There have also been complaints that OMICS clonesthe namesofot her p u plrnals hapdr s 6

onone occasion copied text ver batThistodGedela demiescThesp et i t or 0
incidents, he insists, were simply mistakes, and OMICS corrected the situation as soon as the

problem was drawn to its attention.

A further complaint is that the publisher has been bombarding researchers with email invitations
to join editorial boards , submit papers to its journals (of which there are now 200 ), and attend
conferences. OMICS does not deny that it usesbulk email services. Nor does it plan to stop doing
so. Indeed, Gedela implies, th ese activities are likely to increase in line with the growth  of its
business 0As we plan to organise 50 conferences in 2012, we will be mailing invitations to
researchers frequently .6

OMI CS is just one of a growing numbelist od prelatoynét r over si a
publishers has now reached 28, and continues to grow. But while many researchers are quick to
complain about t he activities of these publishers, should not the research community accept some
responsibility for the current excesses of the OA Gold Rish? After all, OMICSsaysthat it has now
recruited 20,000 researchers to its editorial boards , and we can assumethe other OA publishers
are proving equally successful. This suggests that for every researcher decrying the activities of
these publishers others are facilitating them. Are the latter not concerned that they are
conspiring in the email bombardment of their colleagues ? Do they not care that some of the
journals on whose editorial boards they sit appear to be publishing papers that have had
inadequate or no peer review ? Are they not worried that some of these publishers may be engaging
in dubious business practices?

Normally when | publish an interviewvtite an introduction, and placeliefoe the irierview. On the
grounds thatny introdwction for this interviews longer than the interviegelf Srinu Babu Gedela
askedmeif | would publish the introduction after the intervieather than before.iAs a compromise
solution,| have produced two versiarfshe text one with thantroduction at the end, and one with
the introduction athe beginning. Readers can consequently choosewensibin to read. This version
has the introductiorafter the interviewl hose preferringhe version with the introduction before the
interviewcan accesslitere
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RP: Can you start by giving me some background on yourself, and your career to date?
SG: 1 completed my Ph.D at the age of 25 years from Andhra University. This was followed by

postdoctoral studies at Stanford University School of Medicine. Presently | am the managing
director of OMICSPublishing Group.

| have published more than 50 papers in reputable journals and serve as an editorial board member
of repute. My Research inter ests include the identification of biomarkers for c ancer & diabetes and
the application of s ystems biology tools to the life sciences.

RP: Canyou say when OMICS was founded?

SG: OMICS was founded athe end of 2007 (when | was 25). As a young Ph.D scientist at Andhra
University, | experienced a lot of problems getting access to relevant lite rature from different
sources. On 9" Oct 2007, | received a Young Scientist Award from HUPO[The Human Proteome
Organisation], where | explained the problems young scientists face in getting relevant literature ,
especially scientists based in developing countries.

At the 6™ World HUPO, held in South Korea some of the scientists provided me with support to
enable me to start a new Open Access journal in the field of proteomics. In fact, | had started the
first Open Access journal in early 2008 fi this was The Journal of Proteomics & Bioinformat ics.

Later in 2009, | started another 10 Open Access journals with the support from Stanford Alumni
during my post-doctoral studies at Stanford. | invested most of my scholarship money in starting
and managing the journals during my Ph.D. and postdoc period.

RP: Why did you choose the name OMICS, and what are the aims and objectives of the
company?

SG: The name OMICS was chosen becausthe term OMICSormally refers to a broad discipline of
science and engineering that analyses the interactions of biological information objects.

OMICS Publishing Group usean Open Access(OA) publication model that facilitates the wide
dissemination of research articles to the global community. Th atis, all articles published under OA
can be accessed by anyone.

RP: Can you give me some data about OMICS Publishing Group: The number of journals,
number of papers published to date/per annum, the names of the services in which OMICS o]
papers are indexed etc.
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SG: Today we have around 200 scientific journals, some of which are monthly and others
bimonthly. Most of the journals are new, having been started in 2010 or 2011, and right now we are
publishing 500-600 articles per month.

All our published articles ar e assigned a Digital Object Identifier ( DO) from CrossRefand are
deposited in DOAJ EBSCOQIndex Copernicus, Scientific Commons, Google Scholar, Chemical
Abstracts and Scopus and a few are indexed in PubMedand SCI

RP: How importantisit t hat OjEurnalSae OA?

SG:Open Access refers to unrestricted access via the internet to articles published in scholarly
journals. The benefits include lower costs, greater accessibility, and better prospects for the long -
term preservation of schol arly works. There is no doubt that the idea of an open, free and
interconnected flow of information is appealing.

RP: Where is OMICS registered, where is the company headquartered, and what regional
offices (if any) does it have?

SG: OMICS was registered at Stanford, USA and Hyderabad, India hich is the main office) and we
have offices in Los Angeles, Nevada and Hyderabad.

RP: You say it *was* registered at Stanford and Hyderabad. Is it still registered as a company
in both the US and India?

SG:Yes, itis still registered in  the US and India.

RP: Would I be right in thinking that the addresses of your three corporate offices are these:
a) 5716 Corsa Ave, Suite 110, Westlake, Los Angeles, CA 91362 -7354; b) 2360 Corporate
Circle ; and Suite 400 Henderson, NV 89074 -7722; ¢) 1 -90/1, Plot No.20, Kavuri Hills,
Madhapur - HITEC City, Hyderabad, A P, INDIA - 500 0817

SG:Yes, you are right.

RP: There is also an Australian address on your  contact page (26 Joseph Drive, Hillside
Victoria 3037, Australia). Is that a mailing address, or an office?

SG: No, it is just for communication.

RP: Before | managed to make contact with  you, | tried to communicate via the OMICS contact
page, and via an email address | was given by an OMICS)editorial board member. | did

eventually get a couple of emails from someone who signed his emails Pavan A. | was not very
successful in having my questi ons answered, but Pavan A did tell me that OMI CSis
headquartered in the US. He used the Los Angeles address at the bottom of his email. Can you
say who Pavan A is, and what role he plays at OMICS?

SG:Pavan A is one of our employees; Los Angeles is he default address for most of our
communications.

RP: | did a web search on the two US addresses above. The Los Angeles add ress seems to be
associated with a company called MYLCC and the Nevada address points to a company called
INCORP These both appear to be corporate formation companies, and in fact | think they are

the same company. Are your US addresses also merely  used for communication? If so, why
would Pavan A say that OMICS is headquartered in the US?

SG:1 do not have any in-depth knowledge on this matter, or understand what you are getting at.
Most of our addresses arefor communication purposes.
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Peer review

RP: Most if not all of your  journals appear not to have an editor  -in-chief. Is that correct? If so,
who has overall responsibility for each journal?

SG:We have afew old journals that have an editor -in-chief, but as | said, most of our journals are
new. We are appointing editor s-in-chief to our journals right now. | expect this task to be
completed by the end of next year.

RP:Howdoespeer review operate with OMICS®6 journals?

SG:We believe the peer review process is very important . We are t he Only Open Access publisher
(with the exception of PLoS ONEthat uses the Edtorial Manager [ EM tracking system to allow for
the rapid and quality processing of articles. EM isa costly software platform provided by Aries
Systems Corporation. We are doing our best to create quality Open Access journals for the scholarly
community .

RP: Can you say how many people are asked to review an OMICS paper before it is published,
whether the author sees the r e v i e weports @nd (if reviewers advise it) whether they are
asked to amend their paper before it is published? Also, are the reports anonymous, and are
they published on the Web alongside the paper for others to read? (If so, can you point me to
some examples)?

SG:We use a minimum of two or three reviewers, but in rare cases one reviewer® somments are
enough to send the initial submission for revision to the corresponding author.

OMICS follovs this criterion for all submissions except a few editorials and high profile
communications. Reviewers/ editors can check the status of papers assignedto them whenever they
want to by logging in.

Currently we do not publish reviewer/editor comments on the Web, but we may do soin the
future .

RP: If many of your journals currently do not have an editor -in-chief, who takes responsibility
for seeing a paper through the peer review process, and is their name attached to the paper?

SG:In general, the respective executive editors will take responsibility for a paper; but in some
cases, one of the expert s from th e editorial board will take responsibility.

RP: | believe you yourself have published in OMICS 6journals, and you have been on the
editorial board of several OMI CS 0 j.blawristleel pser revi ew process handled in such
circumstances? What special conditions apply?

SG: So far, | have published four or five articles in OMICS journals, mostly editorials.

Author -pays

RP: | believe OMICS operates an author -pays business model. W hat do authors pay to publish
their papers, and do OMICS &journals offer any waivers? If they do, what percentage of the
papers have the charges waived?

SG: Yes, OMICS operates an authorpays business model and authors are invoiced in relation to the
funding available to them. In practice, this means that w e provide complete waivers , or discounts
of up to 90% for some articles fi depending on the request/research , and the effort the author has
put into the respective article.

Right now out of every ten articles, two will get a waiver, and another four will get a discount.

RP: How much is the standard APC for publishing in an OMICS journal?
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SG:The APCdepends on the journal, and the author. Authors are invoiced depending on where
they are based, with the amount calculated using the World Bankd s ¢ o alassificatyon system.
The fees for researchers from high -income countries range from $900-$1800, although o ne or two
journals charge up to $3,600. There is a 30% reduction for researchers in middle-income countries,
and a 60% reduction for those in low-income countries.

RP: OMICS hasalso introduced a unique fellow and associate membership  system. Can you say
something about this : how it work s, why you introduced it, and how many researchers have
taken itup ?

SG:We only recently introduced these memberships. Right now, | do not have any meaningful
statistics to share with you .

RP: OMICS also runs conferences. How do they fit with  the journal portfolio?

SG:Yes, OMICS Group also runs conferences at an international level. We currently run 25
conferences a year.

There are many reasons to run conferences: International ¢ onferences allow us t o coordinate
meetings with our editorial board m embers, for instance, and with other experts in the field the
conference is focused on.

Additionally, the scientific program allows us to gather together visionaries from around the world.
By means of talks and presentations, they are able to put forward many thought -provoking
strategies in the related fields of the conference.

OMICSalso believes conferences are the best platform to advertise our journals, and they aid in the
dissemination of science all around the world. In addition, OMICS provides a publishing opportunity
for the participants, speakers and other attendees of the conferenc e. The readers, reviewers,
editors and authors of our journals form the basis of our conferences . For that reason they fit very
well with our journal portfolio.

Predatory ?

RP: As you are probably aware, researchers have been complaining about the way in w hich

OMICS recruits people to its editorial boards, and the way in which it seeks submissions to its

journals (e.g. here, here, here and here). The main complaint seems to be that OMICS is

randomly spamming researchers with invitations, and that these invitations are often

inappropriate and badly targeted. OMICS has also been described as a o0pr e
by Jeffrey Beall ( here). Are these criticism s justified? If not, what is it that rese archers are

misunderstanding?

SG:1 am sorry, | was not aware of the article published by Dr. Jeffrey Beall. However, | note he
published it a year ago. We have achieved a lot more than he expected in that time . As we
discussed, we also successfully organise 25 conferences a year, and we have recruited more than
20,000 editorial board members to support and run our open-access journals.

Asto the comments you point to me, | respect the personal opinions of scientists, but | do not want
to comment on them . | leave the matter to their discrimination.

RP: Just t o cdefinitianbfya predBtenapublisher is a publisher whose mi
not to promote, preserve, and make available scholarship; instead, their mission is to exploit

the author -pays, Open -Access model for their own profit. They work by spamming scholarly e -

malil lists, with calls for papers and invitations to serve on nominal editori al boards é Al so,
these publishers typically provide little or no peer -review. In fact, in most cases, their peer

review process is a facade. None of these publishers mentions digital preservation. Indeed,

any of these publishers could disappear at a momen  t's notice, resulting in the loss of its

content.o6 I n describing OMICS as a predatory publ i she
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to be an accurate description of OMICS. In your view , are any or all of the above claims  true
about OMICS, if not today then in the past?

SG:ldefinitel y di sagr ee wi OMICSBatmd its v cocpbrata lags from the very
start, and will do in the future .

RP: Would you agree that OMICS does spam researchers with invitations to join its editorial
boards, and to submit papers?

SG: For any start-up in the scientific  community, itis necessary to contact researchers . We are
doing our best to avoid spam.

RP: Are you confident that your bulk email activities are now targeted more accurately than
they evidently have been in the past , and can you confirm whether or not they are
conformant with the regulations concerning unsolicited bulk emailing now in force in many of
the countries in which the  researchers you email are based?

SG:We are now advertising 50 more conferences which we are planning to organise in 2012. That
could be the reason for multi -disciplinary scientists getting more emails.

RP: | would be most grateful if you could answer my question . Are you confident that your
bulk email activities are now targeted more accurately than they evidently have been in the
past, and can you confirm whether or not they are conformant with the regulations

concerning unsolicited bulk emailing now  in force in many of the countries in which the
researchers you email are based?

SG:We do use bulk mail, but only to send invitations to our valuable clients who are pioneers in the
field. As we plan to organise 50 conferences in 2012, we will be mailing invitations to researchers
frequently .

RP: Most of the invitation | etters, mdstdonferended
appear to be signed by someone called Richard Akul. He gives the Los Angeles address as his
contact point. Who is Richard Akul, and what are his qualifications?

SG: Previously Mr. Richard Akul was one of the OMICScommunications representative in the US.
Unfortunately, his name was set to the automatic mailin g system at th e time and confusion arose
between him and Richard Smith, the editor -in-chief of The Journal of Proteomi cs & Bioinformatics
(our first journal).

At that time, we had few employees and | was busy doing my research. Several months ago, |
realised what was happening and changed the names to the r espective individual journals and the
respective editors.

RP: Again, just to clari fy, who is Richard Akul, what a re his qualifications, and where is he
now? Can you put me in touch with him?

SG: OMICS has more than 50@&mployees. We have a number of members with the name Richard on
our editorial board s andteams. It is somewhat difficult for me to know who replies to editorial
members. | can track it down if you give me the names of the journals concerned.

RP: Earlier this month | was told by an OMICS editorial board member that he always
communicates with Richar d Akul about the journal. If Akul left the company several months
back should not editorial board members have been told about his departure , and given a
current contact name? When | emailed the address | was given for Akul it was answered by
PavanA.Has Pavan A taken on Akul ds job?

SG: Yes maybe the work was diversified and distributed by Mr. Pavan , who has taken over these
responsibilities .

6|]¢ KS h! LyaGSNOGASsaAY halL/ {Q { NAYdz

regard


http://www.pnl.gov/science/highlights/highlight.asp?id=628
http://www.omicsonline.com/jpbhome.php?email1=

False claim

RP: There have also been claims that some researchers are being put on O M| CeSitrial
boards without their knowledge? Has this happened at all? If so, how do you hope to avoid it
in future?

SG:No, to my knowledge, this has never happened, it is a false claim.

RP: In the link to the Chronicle of Higher Education forum | pointed you to earlier exactly that

claim was made: ol was asked by this company to serve as an
declined, as my research area expertise has shifted dramatically from the subject matter of
the journal. This group then took my name and affiliation, and then listed me as a member o f

their board without my permission!é

In addition, e arlier this month the Executive Director of the Cambridge Centre for Climate

Change Mitigation Research Dr Douglas Crawford -Brown told me he was unaware that his
name had been placed on the editorial board of the OMICS Journal of Earth Science & Climatic
Change. Were you aware of these incidents? Can you assure researchers that such mis  takes
will not recur in the future?

SG:Dr. Douglas Crawford-Brown agreed to serve as an editorial board member . Please refer to the
attached e-mail confirmation that we received from him.

From: Dr D.J. Crawford-Brown <) 7~ ° >

To: editor.jescc@omicsonline.org
Cc:

Date: Wednesday, November 17, 2010 07:55 am
Subject: Re: Editorial Board Invitation: Earth Science & Climatic Change

Attachments:
@ cv2010new.doc (144KB)

U crawford-brown_douglas.jpg (1MB)

Richard - I would be be happy to serve in that capacity. I attach my CV and
picture. Use as needed.

Best

Doug Crawford-Brown

On Nov 17 2010, JESCC wrote:

>
> You are receiving this email because of your relationship with OMICS

> Publishing Group. Please reconfirm your interest in receiving email from
> us. If you do not wish to receive any more emails, you can unsubscribe
> here Confirm URL

Dr Crawford Brown agrees to join editorial board

RP: Recently someone brought to my attention a paper published in the above journal. They
suggested that the paper should never have been published in a peer -reviewed journal.
Amongst other things , t he paper discussed Stonehenge, cell biology, the Icelandic volcano
Eyjafjallajékull _, crop circles, the White Cliffs of Dover , and it hy pothesised that the earth
has an immune system.

The author ofthepaper concl uded, O0This text was generated by th
of ancient sites loc ated on the European Continent.  The Stonehenge Site, Crop Circles and The

White Cliffs Of Dove r are all located on the European Island of the UK. Compiled information

in this text points in the direction of cellular death and cellular mutations caused by a high

probability of an active ancient infection on the Eur

The paper indic ates that the text was received on February 1 s 2011, accepted three days
later on February 4 ™ and published a week after being submitted on February 7 ™ When |
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contacted the author he said he was not aware of the paper having been reviewed. Can you
confirm whether or not the paper was reviewed?

SG According to the information | have received from the corresponding managing editor, the
article was sent for review.

RP: The author of this paper also told me that, while he did email the paper to OMICS , he did
not give OMICS permission to publish it, and indeed had been trying to get OMICS to take it
down for some time. Are you able to give me any more background as to how and why the

paper was published by OMICS, and say whether you agree with critics that it should not have
been published ?

SG: Following the recommendation of an editorial board member of the journal, the article was
removed from the publications list.

RP: Yes, it was removed after | contacted several members of the editorial board and Mr

Pavan. But can you tell me how the paper was published, who was responsible for reviewing it
and publishing it, and why was it only taken down after | contacted members of the editorial
board? In addition , can you assure the research community that such errors will not occur
again?

SG: At the time the article was removed a parallel communication was taking place between OMICS
and t he pditanial board ndembers , and OMICSand you. You therefore assumed that we
removed the article only after your communication with the editors. | can assurethe research
community that this type of confusion will not arise again in the future.

RP: Can you please provide details of who the corresponding managing editor for the paper
was, and why the author did not receive any of the re

SG: The corresponding managing editor was Pavan A, and he sent the reviewer comments to the
author.

RP: Can you say what qualifications Pavan A has?

SG: Most of our employees are postgraduates and a few are doctorates. Mr. Pavan is a
postgraduate in Bignformatics.

RP: Can yosend ne the reviewer reports for the Stonehengmper?

SG:Please contact Mr Pavan for clarification.

RP: Dr Douglas Crawford -Brown told me he was a little concerned about some of the other
papers published in The Journal of Earth Science & Climatic Change . Are you confident that
the quality control mechanisms used by OMICS journals are satisfactory currently? If not,
what still needs to be done?

SG:Yes, | am confident about the qualityof t he r evi ew pr oc ejsumaly maudingi n OMI CS ¢
The Journal of Earth Science & Climatic Change .

RP: | was recently cont acted by a US -based publisher called Mary Ann Liebert, Inc. , which

claims that OMICS copied the name and some text from the s ite of one of its journals. As

executive vice president & managing e ditor at Mary Ann Liebert, Vicki Cohn, put it to me,

0The OMICS Group started a journal wi tdundldfe exact san

Wo me n 6 s, Hedadpiechdescriptive copy from our website, including the name of a
'Whenlemailed Pavan 2 &1 KAY (2 O2YFTANXY KAA& ljdzt t ATAOFGAR2Y &S
NBLR2NIGA F2N 0KS {2y SKSy3aS LI LISNE |a DSRStI adzZa3SadsSF

am sorry, his supervisor informed that he is on year leage€
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society we used to be affiliated with. They subsequently changed the title of the journal to

Jour nal

o f

Liebert]. 6 |

this true ?

am consci

Wo me n éfter exttrenee pressure@ranr Mary Ann [President
al s ofi Bidmalecules ri dasaohe sapne u r
name as an OA journal published by MDPI | would be grate ful if you could respond to
Cohnd slaim (as | understand it) that OMICS
and on at least one occasion

ous

is prepared to copy other publishers &
has taken copyrighted text from

& CEO of

Vicki

anot her

SG: Yes, a duplicate title was initially created, butt he claim made by Mary Ann Liebert, Inc. is not
valid. When we created our journal we were not aware that a similar title existed, and when they

queried the title it was changed immediately . We do our best to avoid these kinds of mistakes when

creating new titles. As | say, the mistake was rectified , and our journal is no longer called The

Jour nal

RP: In addition

of Wamends Heal

Cohn told me , 0The

t h

OMI CS Group

sent t he

Liebert journal new proofs of a paper and asked her to pay an open access fee to republish it
in their journal. When we objected to their trying to re

was
that Liebert had

himself as a managing editor

confirm whether

t hat

someone
with OMICS over this

on

Facebook

-publish the article, their explanation
gave

or not what Cohn says here is accurate?

SG:We do promote our services through social network ing sites, and on this occasion we received
an article from a Facebook goup. We processed the article only after we received approval from
the author, and the a uthor responded only when we asked for publication charges. We withdrew
the article immediately the issue came to our attention, so there exists no fault on our side.
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RP: | also note that Academic Journals publishes a journal called The Journal of Proteomics

and Bioinformatics _ (which you indicated is the title of the first
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listed as the editor of th e journal. Can you explain the background to this? Have you copied
them? Have they copied you, or is there some other explanation ?

SG: | contacted them initially in 2007 but both the parties later cancelled the deal. They were
supposd to remove those web pages and | was not aware that the web pages still exist ed. | will ask
them to remove them.

RP: Why was the arrangement later cancelled?

SG: Academic Journals were not prepared to raise invoices in line with the World Bank country
classification system. That may be one reason they cancelled the arrangement.

Finances and USP

RP: You described yourself as one of the partners of OMICS. Does this mean that you are a
part owner? Who are the other partners/owners?

SG: Right now, | am the main owner of OMICS Group. However, t he ownership may change in a
couple of months.

RP: Can you expand on that: Are you planning to sell the company, are you seeking new
investors, or what?

SG: As of now, | do not have any plans to sell the company, but | am looking for some new
investors.

RP:Ata conference hel d i n China in 200 9,DisctoruGSB Life Scetrcasc r i b e d

USKx . Can you say sGCohlfe Scientas whaabpooducts and/or services it offers,
what relationship  (if any ) it has to OMICS Publishing Group, and whether it is indeed
headquartered in the US as the above suggests ?

SG: GSB Life Scienceauses the initials of my name, Gedela Srinu Babu The company is registered in
India but not the USA.

The plan is to do some database development work in GSB. To date we have developed E-BABE,the
Encyclopaedia of Bio-availability and Bio -equivalence. Currently we are working on developing

some more products, including Bio-séafety, clinicalpedia, omicspedia, all in order to support Open
Access.

RP: Where do the bulk of OMI CO&vénues come from?

SG:The Comp anydgage deriest garlyfrem authors paying an Open Access Publishing fee
and partly through the scientific events that we organise across the globe.

RP: So do the bulk of OMICS revenue come from the journa Is or the conferences?

SG: 40%o0f our revenues come from the Open Access fee, 5% from reprints, and the remaining 55%
comes from scientific events registrations and sponsorships.

RP: Much has been made of the financial sustainability of OA publishers: Is OMICS self -funding,
or you still having to inject capital into it?

SG: OMICSPublishing Group is a self-funding organisation and its revenues come from our rotational
income strategy. The revenue goes hand in hand with scientific dissemination.

RP: Is OMICS profitable. What growth rates are you currently experiencing?
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SG: As of now we are not experiencing good profits , but we expect to do so from next year
onwards. Currently we generate sufficient income to run the journals and events, and to fund the
future development of OMICS.

RP: Whom do you considerto be O M| Qp8rndary competitors?

SG:Being an Open Access publishing group, OMICS has many competits internationally. Among
them, | would mention BioMed Central, SAGE Publictions, PLoS, Hindawi, SpringerLink, Willey
InterScience, and all the other Open access publishers.

RP: How does OMICS differentiate itself from its competitors? What is its USP?

SG:To the best of my knowledge, we are the lead ing scientific eve nt organiser in the world. Using
that as a platform, we will surely be able to take a lead position in 0 pen-access publishing

We also provide audio versions of our published papers, and we provide digital articles for anyone
to share and explore.

In addition, w e offer a user-friendly website-translation service for every paper we publish in the
worl dds | eadiamdgn futue weg plangte woyide published content in different
languages (in separate PDFs)so as to ensure that language is no longer a barrier to research.

Finally, w e are the only publisher that provides discounts in line with the World Bank countries
classification.

| am confident that these features, and the scientific support we are getting, will see us become a
leading player i n making science Open Access.

Introduction

On 15" November 2011, Valdosta State University posted a press release on the Web announcing
that one of its faculty had been appointed to the board of a journal called Biomolecules.
oBiomolecules is a new publication with OMICS Publishing Group, an open access database of

articles that focus on various sci emadewedmanuscriptsr ead. 0T
that pertain to biogenic substances and their biological functions, structures, interactions with
mol ecul es and their microenvironment as well as bioloc

The press release added that Biomolecules was the second OMICS journal to which the faculty
member had been appointed. Earlier this year, it explained, he had joined the board of The Journal
of Clinical and Cellular Immunology (JCC).

Press releases like this are two a penny today. The aim of producing them, one assumes, is to

convey the messagethat the wider research community has acknowledged the contribution that

the appointee is making to global research e fforts in his or her field fi and, by association, the
contribution that t heismakigear cherds institution

But such a message would surely only be justified if the journal in question belonged to a publisher
known for the quality of its journals, the rigour of its peer review process, and the knowledge and
expertise of its editor -in-chief. If that were not so, why would a research institution go to the

effort of producing such a press release fi unlessits motive was pure self-aggrandisement and a
desire to generate spin?

Science spammer of the month

So who andwhat is OMICS? How rigorous is its peer review process? How prestigious are its editors
in-chief? How valuable is the research it publishes ?
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When | | ook ed saetlco@ddihdCr® énfonmatibn about ownership . There are four

contact addresses (which at one time were not available), but little more . Two of these addresses

are in the US, one is in Australia, and the fourth is in Hyderabad, India. And while | found some

general information about peer review on the site, this appeared to consist of little more than

worthy, butnon-speci fic, statements |ike, 0Credible peer rev
publishing. doreover,sincehar dly any of ONMppEBtd ha¥eab edjtoo-un+chieh it s

not clear who is responsible for overseeing the review process.

On the assumption that no re search institution would write a press release endorsing (in effect) a

publisher unless it knew the answers to the above que st i ons, I emailed Valdosta
communications department and put my queries to the author of the press release. | was also

curious to find out if the university was aware that  Biomolecules is also the name of an OAjournal

published by MDPI

Alas, Valdosta State was not able to enlightenme. 01t appears that MDPI also h
same name, but [our faculty member] i s not af fi | i atteedeplywdametback. bdtd mone, 6
not sure if the JCCI has an editor -in-chief, but you can contact its editorial board at

omics@orpicsonline.orq You may also find additional information about OMICS on the company's

websi‘te. o

When | pushed my interlocutor on her knowledge of OMICS, shesaid, 61 am in no way affi
OMICS. | cannot provide you with any answers (formal or informal) to any questions pertaining to
OMI CS, which is why | have advised you to contact t he

This response was doubtlessfair enough. But if Valdosta State d id not itself know the answers to my
guestions (as opposed to just not wanting to speak for OMICS), should it not have found out before
publishing a press release endorsing the publisher? As it happens, suggesting that | contact OMICS
directly was also not that helpful. | had already done that and, at the time, had had little success
obtaining answers to my questions by doing so.

However, while there may be a scarcity of factual data about OMICS in the public domain, there is
no shortage of opinion and rumour. There are also many examples available online of the email
invitations that OMICS continuously pumps out inorder to recruit researchers to its editorial boards.
Theseare posted all over the Web i on blogs, on mailing lists and in online forums ; and invariably
they are accompanied by acerbic remarks about OMICS and itsmodus operandi.

For it appearsthat OMIC$ s r ecr ui t moomsists of Hombardieggesearchers with what
many recipients angrily denounce as intrusive spam. Finding himself a target of one such virtual
bombardment in July 2010, OA advocate Jonathan Eisen nominated OMICSfor what he called
0Science Spammedr. of the Month

What do these invitations look like? Here is an example posted to the Edmonton Reptiles Forum in

March 2011byKel | ey Jensen. OOMI CS Publishing Group success
journals with the suppo rtheinfitationmb esgare.ntd Wd sarle kewayroa , &f
reputation for quality of researchand trustwo rt hi ness in the field of ©6Herpet
you have been chosen as an Editorial Board Member of our Entomology, Ornithology, Herpetology:

Current Researchd (EOHCR

The email concluded,  &du fre interested, you are requested to send a recent passport size photo
(to display at our website) and your C.V, Biography (150 words), Research Interests for our records.
We look forward to a close and lasting scientific relationship for the benefito  f scientific
community. o

When | looked at the web site of EOHCR it appeared that while the journal has successfully
recruited an editorial board , it has yet to publish any papers.

2While Biomolecules has recruited an editorial board, it yetsto publish any papers

121¢ KS h! LyaGSN@ASsayY halL/ {Q {NAydz . I 6 dz


http://omicsonline.org/peerregister.php
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/biomolecules/
http://www.mdpi.com/
mailto:omics@omicsonline.org
http://bobcat.genomecenter.ucdavis.edu/mediawiki/index.php/Main_Page
http://phylogenomics.blogspot.com/2010/07/science-spammer-of-month-omics.html
http://www.edmontonreptiles.com/forum/showpost.php?p=159563&postcount=6
http://www.edmontonreptiles.com/forum/
http://omicsonline.org/eohcrhome.php
http://www.omicsonline.org/editorialboardEOHCR.php
http://www.omicsonline.org/currentissueEOHCR.php
http://www.omicsgroup.org/journals/currentissueBOM.php

Opt-in or opt -out?

It seems plausible that the researcher at Valdosta State had beenrecruted t o t wo OMI CS3 j our |
after receiving invitations like the one above. If so, was the news really worth a press release?
(Again although Biomolecules has recruited an editorial board, at the time of writing it had yet to

publish any papers).

After reading a few of these invitations i and the accompanying complaints i | began to wonder if
perhaps invitees may be assumed to have agreed to serve on the relevant editorial board unless
they actively reply declining the invitation; in other words, more of an opt  -out system than an opt -
in one.

Certainly, some researchers have claimed that their names wereadded to O M| @éit6rial boards
without their agreement. Many also complain that they are being invited to join journals outside
their area of expertise.

In the forum of the Chronicle of Higher Education last year, for instance, someone posting as

adb75 _imwrote,0 | was asked by this company to serve as an e
as my research area expertise has shfted dramatically from the subject matter of the journal. This

group then took my name and affiliation, and then listed me as a member of their board  without

my permission ! Incredibly unprofessional behaviour, in my opinion. Indeed, | am quite upset by

this i it's an abuse, really. Calls to their office have gone unanswered. I've submitted a request to

have my name removed immediately. But | fear | might have to get my school's legal office

invol ved. 0

Another member of The Chronicle forum, using the name kstjohn, posted a similar complaint. o |

just got a notification that | had been added to the Journal of Tissue Science and Engineering

editorial board because of my ©O6quality doidsuer esearch an
Sci ence & Ehdg hohde Bssue engibeering, although | am a member of an academic

department that conducts such research and have a colleague who does so. | did publish in the

early 1990's on animal studies of a new bone graft material but my suspicion is that this is a new

journal and that online searching is being used to identify board members. | tried to bring up the

board for this journal and it is blank (i.e. under construction) and the first issue of the journal has

not yet been published. | have been unable to find any more info rmation about this publisher, who

they ar e, or where they are. o

Whatever its policy on adding researchers to its editorial boards, | was driven to the conclusion that
OMICS adopts alunderbuss approach in marketing its services. As a result, many recipients of its
invitations complain that they h ave received inappropriate invitations. This, for instance, was the
complaint made in February by Steve Caplan a professor of biochemistry and molecular b iology at
the University of Nebraska Medical Center when he posted an invitation he had received from
OMICS.

The email Caplan received began, olt is because of good wishes and blessings of scientists, editorial
board members and well wishers like you, the Journal of Chemical Engineering & Process
Technologyhasnow got | nternational reputation. o

The mes s ag Asaa editbeatbparddnember, you are requested to submit at least one
article and one editorial for this year on your expertise. For more details on how to write an
editorial please go through the attached document. ¢

That he was a member of the editorial board of a journal covering chemical engineering was
evidently a big surprise to Caplan; and a somewhat shockingonetoo. 0 For t hose of you who

know me, | am a cell biologist/biochemist who works on  endocytic transport , 6 wrage. ol know
absolutely NOTHING about chemical engineering. Peer review would be in pretty bad shape if |
wererealyan editor of a chemical engineering journall!é

OMI CS® <call s for paperdunderpyssapproach.dere, fmrknstanae, sami | ar
email received in October by OA advocate Stevan Harnadinviting him to submit to the Journal of
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Proteomics & Bioinformatics . I t e ard glad to@nnounce the success of Journal of
Proteomics & Bioinformatics (JPB) an Open Access platform for proteomics, bioinformatics research
and updates. To provide a rapid turn -around time regarding reviewing, publishing and to
disseminate the articles freely f or research, teaching and reference purposes we are releasing
following special issues ...6

At the top of the mes sYawgae reCdiwingXt8s email because ioftydure n, 0
relationship with OMICS Group. 6

Harnad, however, appeared unaware of t his relationship. Nor, he added, was the journal at all

relevantto hisresearch. 6 Not only do | not work on anything faint|
Oproteomics/ bioinformaticsd but | have noyporel ati onsHh
complaints about spam)! These spam disclaimers are a lark. They seem to be using professional

spam services that try to appear respectable. 6

Curious to see what kind of papers The Journal of Proteomics & Bioinformat ics publishes | tried to
access the site, but the page simply filled up with gibberish and gave me an error message (See
below). This error remained throughout the several weeks | was researching OMICS, and was still
there the last time | tried to access the journal.

Front page of The Journal of Proteomics & Bioinformatics
Richard Akul

Perhaps unsurprisingly, some r esemalrinvifatomssaremscand t o as s U
of some sort. In May 2010, for instance, a researcher called Anna Olsson based at the Institute for

Molecular and Cell Biology in Portugal, posted some comments about OMICSon her blog after a

colleague received an invitation to join the editorial board of ~ The Journal of Glycomics &

Lipidomics. (Herei s Ol postiniGéogle English).

Olsson hadtwo main concerns. First, she said, the invitation had not been signed by the editor of
the journal . Second, the journal appeared to have no editorial board members, and had published
no articles.
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